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MASS ARRESTS
EAST PAKISTAN

TO RESTORE ORDER
KARACHI March 25, (Reuter)
Mass arrests have" followed the

wave of murders, looting and ar-,s-

in East Pakistan, as moves
are taken to restore law and or-

der according to the state-ru- n

Radio Pakistan.
It said that a." total of 172 peo-pi- e

had been arrested round th
provincial capital Dacca. '

Quoting official sources, the
radio said that 95 people had be-

en held in connection with 14 ki-

lling in one part of Dacca distr-
icts and 14 others had been arre-
sted in the Singhair area. The
other 63 arrests were in Dacca ci-

ty itself.

Home Briefs
:

KABUL, March 25, (Bakhtar)
The Committee on Legal and Le-

gislative Affairs of the Meshrano
Jirgah (Senate) yesterday appro-

ved the convention against descri-minati-

in employment and for
equal pay for equal work. The
committee's decision was submi-

tted to the secretariat of the Se-

nate for deliberation on the flo-

or. '', -
The committee ' also discussed

an agreement between Afghanis-

tan and tie United States for
purchasing of 40,000 tons of wh-

eat and 4000 tons of edible oil.

GHAZNI, March 25 (Bakhtar)
The Katawaz secondary scho-

ols was elevated to highschool le-

vel in accordance with province's
plans for development ' of educa-

tion. Forty graduates of the ninth
grade began , their studies in the
school's 10th grade." ,

"

TALUQAN, March 25 (Bakh-

tar). The Rostaq secondary scho:
. ol was elevated to highschool le-

vel. There are now 31 graduates
of the ninth grade , studying in

the schools 10th grade.
yi

KABUL, MarcB'.25,v (Bakhtar).
The vaccine production laborato-

ries of the Ministry of Public He-

alth have produced some one and

half million cc's of cholera : and
typhoid vaccine last year.; The
laboratories., also" produced , two

million doses.' of small pox. vacci-

ne,

KABUL,' March 25, (Bakhtar).

The National Bank (Banke Mel-li- e)

has donated Af. 500,009 to

the Kabul House for the Destitu-

te (Marastoon). .

UK statesman

urges united

free Europe
OSLO, MARCHV25,.(DPA).The

former British foreign minister Geor-

ge Brown in a lecture in Oslo Sun--'

day called for creation of a united

Europe with an independent policy

towards the two super powers, the

United States and the Soviet Union.
Brown, who spoke at a youth se-

minar held by the Norwegian Euro-

pean movement, said he could not

agree with the view that any form

of agreement between the United

States and the Soviet Union was pre-

ferable.
The small countries should not

be totally dependent of agreements

between the super powers, be said.

Brown said he was of the opinion

that a unified West European po-

licy was necessary in the relations

with eastern Europe and the Sov-

iet Union.
He warned against attempts to

make bilateral arrangements and

claimed that such a policy could ea-

sily lead to an approachment bet-

ween W. Germany and the Soviet

Union to the detriment of Europe.

On NATO cooperation, the former

British foreign minister said the em-

phasis should be moved from the
military to the political aspect of
the cooperation. He called for a new

judgment within NATO of military

and political means to meet new

threats.

IZMIR, Turkey, March 25,

(AFP). About 200 houses were
destroyed by an earthquake wh-

ich shook the Izmir" region In we-

stern Anatolia during the night,
it was reported yesterday.

The shock also hit parts of the
coastal region of the sea of Mar-
mara. No casualties were
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More than 150 people have be-

en reported killed in an outbre-
ak of mob violence in East Pak-

istan this month which has incl-

uded the "execution" of alleged
wrongdoers some of them cruci-

fied, and others burned to death.
. The government, criticised for
' its apparent unyillingness to act
to restore order in East Pakistan,
now appears to be moving to qu-

ell the violence.
Men of the paramilitary East

Pakistan rifles have been drafted
into Dacca to man a special con-

trol room set up to direct the law
and order operation.

East Pakistan's new governor.
Dr. Huda, has announced his first
task is to restore the government's
authority

In West Pakistan, where a new
governor has also taken over tro-

ops have moved in to guard key
installations in Karachi, where la-

bour unrest has forced the closu-

re of 40 per cent of Pakistan's in-

dustrial capacity.
The new Governor, Yusuf Har-oo- n,

has warned he will notthesi-tat- e

to take "drastic measures", to
maintarin order.

Informed sources .said the sol-

diers are standing by to act on
direct word from local officials,
should this be necessary, follow-

ing orders by the cabinet of Pre-

sident Ayub Khan.
The president's reg-

ime is facl with an ever-moun- t-

ing toll of life and property in
both East and west raKistan tro-

ugh strikes,, violence and demon-

strations by students, workers and
political leaders which is bringing
national life to a halt.

A wave of lawlessness against
Ayub's strongman rule has bro-

ught terror, looting and arson to
East Pakistan, where more than
140 people have died this month.

People have been, crucified, be-

headed, burned alive and clubbed
to death in a wave of killing in
the. countryside round Manikganj

and Jamalpur, north of the capi-

tal
' '

of Dacca. ,

"Corrupt elements" and wron-

gdoers"
'

lynched by angry mobs

are believed to have included lo-

cal officials and supporters of

Ayub's ruling Moslem League Po-

lice greatly outnumbered in the
fight against the threat of mob

rule, are powerless to halt the
torrent of violence.

The government appeared on

the point of sending in troops. De-

fence and Home Minister Afzalur

Rahman Khan said this weeKend

efforts were being made to nna

a basis of cooperation between

civilian and military authorities- -

U.S. troops
in Mekong

SAIGON, March 25, P-- U.S

troops fighting deep in the Me-

kong Delta killed 111 Viet Cong

in battles that lasted most of Sun-

day, a military spokesman said here.

American infantrymen killed 34

Viet Cong in a hour-lon- g battle in

the . early hours, of Sunday morning

about 75 mUes southwest on Saigon.

Later in the afternoon the fighting

flared again and continued erupting

spasmodically far into the night.

When the communists finally with-

drew, they left 77 bodies on the

battlefield, the spokesman said. U.S.

losses were four killed and 16 woun-

ded.
Meanwhile, Viet Cong gunners

shelled 25 military .bases in South

Vietnamese towns overnight Sun-

day. '

They slammed five rounds of mor-

tar fire into a Buddhist orphanage

near the northern city of Quang

Ngai, killing one child and wound-

ing 21 others.
The communists rocketed two air-

fields and attacked two neighbour-

ing allied outposts in the central

highlands, an area which had been

relatively peaceful for many mon-

ths, but which had become under

increasing pressure from communist

attacks over the past week. .
Overall casualties and damage th-

roughout South Vietnam from the
overnight shelling! were claimed by

the spokesman to be light.
In Washington, President - Njxon

studied first-han- d reports on the sit-

uation in Vietnam before deciding

what action to take over the cur-

rent communist offensive.
The president conferred for two

hours with the U.S. ambassador to
Vietnam, Ellsworth Bunker, and
the deputy U.S. commander. General

Andrew J. Goofpaster, during a

Laird still

presses for

ABM system

WASHINGTON, March 25,

(DPA). U.S. Defence Secretary

Melvin Laird Sunday warned that
the U.S. "Polaris" submarine fleet
could be rendered obsolete by new
technological developments.

Speaking on the national televis-

ion programme "meet the press"

Laird said that the atom-powere- d

submarines with their Polaris mis-sii-

at present were invulnerable.
Nobody could be certain however

whether this would not be changed

by future Soviet technological ad-

vance, he said.
The Polaris fleet provided the ba-

ckbone, together with the
intercontinental missiles, of

the country's strategic defence sys-

tem. ; ;

Laird's warning came in defence

of the U.S. antiballistic missile sys-

tem (ABM) which is to provide a

shield against possible Soviet surprise

nuclear strikes at U.S. launching

pads for intercontinental rockets.

The defence secretary said the

U.S. missile programme "should' not

lead anyone in this world, particul-

arly the Soviet Union, to think that
we are following a provocative co-
ursewe are doing just the opposite".

Referring to the new "safeguard"

ABM plan as a deployment "on a
phased basis", Laird said the. slow-

down in bomber procurement that
"we are and are mov-

ing away from provoking the Sov-

iet Union by going for the defensive

weapons". '

He said that the U.S. forces invol-

ved in Vietnam would not be with-

drawn from Vietnam "at this time ,

but "will be going forward into a

training and modernisation progra-

mme for other South Vietnam for-

ces". :'

to more

two Americans wiU land
WASHINGTON, March 25, (Reu

ter) --The U.S. Space Agency mu-cial- ly

confirmed yesterday there wo-

uld be one more "dress rehearsal

space flights before an attempt to

land two men on the moon later this

yeirt the final rehearsal, beginning

on May 18, two astronauts will des-

cend to within 15 km of the lanar

surface in a pider-lik- e similar to

the one that will be used in a moon ,

landing.
If the May flight, named Apollo-1- 0,

goes according to plan, then it

kill 777

Delta battle
flightback to Washington from Cali-

fornia yesterday.
Nixon is also expected to discuss

the American Missile

(ABM) programme with Canadian

Prime Minister Pierre Eliot Trudeau
who arrived here yesterday on a
two-da- y official visit

Details of the top-lev- conversa-

tions between the president and the
Saigon were kept secret

FoIIowinr Is a translation of
the full text i of speech by
Prime Minister Noor Ah-

mad Etemadl delivered over
Radio Afghanistan on Friday eve-nin- e.

In the name of God, the Alm-

ighty and the Merciful:
My dear sisters and brothers:
It is an age old tradition of our

people celebrate the advent of
Nauroz (new year). This celebra-
tion of the new year and a new
day, in effect, is the beginning of
a new era of life.

Yesterday we left behind a ye-

ar. Today the sum total of one
year's life is a page of past his-

tory. Although what's past is past,
it sets the course of the future,
not only in the year that we ha-

ve just entered, but also in the
many years to come- -

Tomprrow history will judge us.
But today we can pass this judg-
ment ourselves on what we did
yesterday, what we are doing to-

day, and what we shall be doing
tomorrow.

This is question which enga-
ges the thinking of Us all what
we could have done yesterday
and what we did; what we can

UAR, Israel have another
fierce duel across Canal

US. Space Agency have
rehearsals before moonlandmg

V.C.

CAIRO, March 25, (Reuter).-Eg- ypt

yesterday fought another
fierce artillery battle with Isra-

eli troops across the Su?z Canal
and announced last night that it
was referring the "new Israeli

aggression" to the Unit 'd Natio-
ns.

The Egyptian military command
said Egyptian troops destroyed ni-fi- e'

Israeli tanks during the. ex-

change. -

An earlier military communi-

que accused Israeli forces of tw-

ice opening fire on Egyptian po-

sitions from moying tank, but
said they caused no damage,
j As a result, the Egyptian for-

eign ministry told Egypt's chief
delegates at the UN Moham-

mad Awad El Kony, to inform
the chairman of the Security Co-un-

about yesterday's Israeli
Vaggression against civilians and

civil and economic installations in
the Suez Canal area."

According to a statement broa-

dcast by Radio Cairo, large num-

bers of Israelis were killed, or

wounded in the shelling across

the canal.
It said the Egyptians suffered

one killed and nine wounded, with

two yehicles wrecked.
Meanwhile the Egyptians had

destroyed six recently fortified
Israeli positions, two rocket si-

tes" five observation posts and

an .'administration centre contam-nin- g

an arms dump.
The statement added that Egyp-

tian shells had silenced Fix artil-

lery and mortar positions and
unnrked nut some Israeli rockets.

An1 Israeli' military. sp0k2sman

said in Tel Aviv tne ngmuig i
red ; along almost the entire te-

nth, of the canal and lasted for
three-and-a-h- hours,

The spokesman accused tne
of starting their barr-af- e

shortly, before 9 a.m. l0700

GMT) and. said their gunners had

twice ignored ceasefire deadly

nes negotiated by; United Nations

is expected
on the moon in Jury uurmg u

flight of Apollo-1-1. "

There had been a slight chance

that space officials would decide to

miss out Apollo-1- 0 to gp right ahead

with Apollo-1- 1.

The Space Agency said in a state-

ment: "The decision to fly the mis-

sion (Apollo-10- ) as previously plan-

ned follows a series of reviews of
technical and operational data from

the- Apollo-- 9 flight in earth orbit
earlier this month and an examina-

tion of options for the expedition".

Apollo-1-0 will be flown by astro-

nauts Thomas Stafford, John Young

and Eugene Cernan.
As the main spacecraft circles the

moon at 'an altitude of about 110

km., Stafford and Cernan will trans-

fer to moon landing vehicle and
lead down in it towards the lunar
surface.

The moon landing craft will app-

roach twice to within about 15 kil-

ometres of the surface, giving Sta-

fford and Cernan a first-ev- close-u- p

view of the moon.
Having checked on likely landing

sites for Apollotll, Stafford and
Cernan will return to the main spa-

cecraft immediately.

do today and what we are doing;
what we can do tomorrow and
what we will do.

This is another question which
constitutes the basis for the asses-

sment of our words and deeds.
Our assessments in the light of
social and personal responsibilit-
ies should be , measured by this
reality. V

Our expectations go further th-

an possibilities. Expectations and
aspirations constitute a great dri-

ving force. But .this is not enough
by itself. Possibilities and limita-
tions, the feasible and the unfea-
sible should be placed beside the
aspirations and expectations. From
here we can assess what we

'have performed on the basis of
realism and facts.

Before anyone else, each one of
us must think for a moment and
find out what we have done for
God, the country and our people
in meeting our social and in-

dividual responsibilities.
Before someone else tells us wh-

at we have done and what we ha-

ve not, it would be better, if we
had the moral courage to admit
our shortcomings and out inabil-
ities on the one hand, and state
with complete honesty what we

military observers.
Officials said Israeli gun batte-

ries shelled Egyptian artillery si-

tes and advance posts, mainly" in
the region of Suez1 town at the
southern end of the Canal,

The military spokesman said
yesterday's battle opened with
the firing of a single shell from
the Egyptian west bank of the
waterway at Israeli forces near
the little bitter lake.

Nobody was hurt on the Israe--,

li side during the artillery duel,
military sources said. ,.,

Army coup may

follow in wake
... o

of Syrian unrest

BEIRUT, March 25, (DPA).-T- he
danger of an army takeover

within the next 24 hours grew
yesterday as the extraordinary
Baath party congress met once

again at Damascus army stadium
to settle the power struggle in the
Syrian leadership, observers said.

The two factions, the "civilians"
under President Nureddin

and the "military" group,
led by Defence Minister, Hafez
Assad Were meeting at the Da-

mascus army stadium under str-

ict security measures.
The observers said that if As-

sad did not succeed in pushing
through his demands at the con-

gress, a military putsch could fo-

llow. .. ... v
Baath party sources said the

Attassi group had not agreed to
the proposal of the Assad group
for a federation of Syria with
Iraq and Egypt,

. Observers said that, enthusiasm
for the idea could hardly be

in Baghdad and Cairo un-

til the present Syrian leadership
had changed and the political at-

titude guaranteed coordination
for policy in, the three, capitals.

Attassi's government up. to now
has rejected a negotiated solution
of the Middle East conflict and
all contacts with UN special Mid-

east emissary Gunnar Jarring.
It has also maintained a hostile

attitude toward the Iraqi Banth
regime.

for
SALISBURY, March 25, (Reuter).
The ruling Rhodesian Front's 1

executive committee went into
a closed-doo- r session yesterday to
give its formal approval to Premier
Ian Smith's new apartheid-styl- e draft
constitution for the country.

Approval by the committw rep-

resenting the full parliamentary cau-

cus and party leaders is the final
step before the constitution is put to
the electorate in a national referen-

dum due in May.
The draft constitution was drawn

up a month' ago and the Rhodesian.
Front leadership has already given
it wide support.

It provides basically for a politi- -'

cal separation of Rhodesia's Africans
from the whites, coloureds (mixed
race) and Indians.

have managed to achieve and
what was possible in doing our
duties on the other.

The citizens in our country are
interested in knowing what we
have done in the year that pass-
ed.

With an understanding of these
facts, which are intended to cre-
ate a healthy democratic sy-

stem, the actions of the Govern-.me- nt

should not be interpreted
as weakness.

Democracy in a society requires
maturity,- - independence, and le-

ngth of time. So that it may not
affect the principles of the sys-
tem which is necessary for democ-
racy, it ought to be scrutinised in
its greater context. First
of all, those who shoulder
responsibility in a democratic sy-

stem, must possess great toler-
ance, enlightenment, a kind he-

art and broad views.
My dear compatriots:
Considering , the present social

and economic conditions in Af-- .
ghanistan it should be stated that
the building of the edifice of a
progressive and prosperous Af-

ghanistan requires the concerted
efforts of all citizens so that with
the full cooperation and selfless

Rifai forms new

Jordanian govt.

AMMAN, March 25, (Reuter).
A cabinet, led by firmer
Foreign Minister Abdel Moneim
AJ Rifai, was formed under a
royal decree issued here last
night.' '

' The new cabinet, the first to be
formed by Rifai, succeeds that of
Bahjat who tender-
ed his government's ' resignation
to King Hussein Sunday night,
,v Commenting yesterday on rep-ur- ts

that his resignation was for
health reasons, alhouni said:
"This is almost correct."

, It is believed ' here that the go-

vernment change was not related
to the developments in the Mid-
dle East situation nor to King
Hussein's forthcoming visit to ,

Washington, due to begin on Ap-

ril 8.
'

World Briefs
' BONN, March 25, ' (Reuter).

West Germany today reaffirmed' that
it would regard recognition of Co-

mmunist East Germany by
nations as an unfriendly act.

Chief government spokesman Gu-ent- er

Diehl told a press conference
that some confusion had arisen fol-

lowing a press conference in New
Delhi last week by Georg Ducwitz,
Secretary of State at the . Foreign
Ministry;'"-- ' j

GENEVA, March 25, (Reuter).
Planes of the r International Red
Cross and church-sponsore- d relief
organisations all returned safely to
base after 'flying "a record number
of mercy flights to' Biafra over the
weekend, Joint Church Aid said here
today' .'

" "." "
- The Nigerian e announced
earlier it knocked put six aircraft on
Biafra's solitary airstrip at Uli-Ihia- ls

in raids orer the weekend and to-

day. But,; according to information
available here, apparently none, of
them was an international red cross
or Joint. Church Aid (JCA) plane.

SALISBURY, March 25, (Reu-
ter) The ruling Rhodesian Fro-
nt's 110-m- an executive committee
went into a closed-do- or session
yesterday to give its formal app-

roval to Premier Ian Smith's new
apartheid-styl- e draft constitution
for the country.

Smith regime
Initially, A'fricans will have 16 re

presentatives in the 66-se- at . parlia-
ment. They will only get more seats
when they can contribute more than
24 per cent of the total personal' in-

come tax paid into the national ex-

chequer.
'At present the African share of

this tax is only about a half per cent
and only about 1,000 Africans have
a high enough income to qualify to
pay income tax.

. According to the political obser-
vers, the new constitution will mean
that African political advancement
in the country will be a long, slow
process. ,

Smith, who is on holiday in South
Africa, was not present as the session

. that began yesterday.

ness spiritual and material pro-
gress is achieved, so that the po-

or do not become poorer but ra-

ther that their standard of liv-

ing rises and they enjoy the fr-

uits of progress.
On this auspicious occasion of

the New Year, we would like to
say that as a result of certain me-

asures adopted, the prospects for
improving the nation's economy
are discernible.

In 1347 development expenditu-
res in the public sector was 15

per cent higher. Private investm-
ent in agricultural and industrial
development was considerably la-

rger. Foreign trade with increa-
sed natural gas and other major
commodity exports also improv-
ed. The state's foreign currency
revenues also rose markedly.

Thus, despite an increase in
repayment of loans, the foreign
exchange rates remained stable.
Although development and regu-
lar expenditures were higher in
comparison to 1346, the volume
of withdrawals from the Central
Bank remained limited, This was
among the factors that contribu-
ted to stabilising prices. ,

(Continued on page 2)

New apartheid-styl- e draft

PRIME MINISTER'S NEW YEAR'S ADDRESS

constitution
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The new national budget for the current
year shows a increase In comparison
to the last year's budget. It Is a happy develop-
ment because it shows an In the expen-
ses of both sectors of the budget, namely, the or-

dinary and the development ones. The increase in
the budget, which has to be in parlia-
ment and which- - may involve certain cuts, also
reveals the rising State income from various do-

mestic and foreign sources.
The of a nation is judged by the

amount it has for its budget We are happy to
notice that in the past few years, the graph of
the national budget shows a constant increase. The
increase is essential both in meeting new dem-

ands, and in new areas of progress in
Afghanistan.

One feature of the developing is
the expansion of public services. Instead of cuts
in personnel that handle state run services, the
states in modem societies try to create jobs.
Certainly this trend has been kept up in the co-

untry and there are indications1 that with the es-- ,

tablishment of new fields of work, new vista3 for
employment are also being opened.

To be able to keep up with the trend of the
yearly development of the budget we ought to
be looking for additional and more lucrative so-

urces of Income In such a way that will not cre-

ate problems for the public or affect prices. As

a ucvGwiiiug hiuuu;, u uc uccn on
to maintain in State see go.

Yesterday's Hey wad carried an
cuiiuiuu uu lue rets
reuuum in occupied rasntooiiisian.

nas never accepted the

vaiiuny oi tne saia reierenuuin wnicn
was once again reiutea oy tne r ti-

me minister m' nis new year messa-

ge, it sam .

ine government of Pakistan al-

ways icier to tne law

wnenever tne question ot
oi tne peopie oi raaiuoo-nwta- n

is raisea, maKing out uiat
peopie oi rasnioonisiaa willing-

ly consented to annexation oi tneir

territory with Paiustan.
However tne W can-

not oe consioered valid tor tne
reasons.

Hrst ot all such a referendum sh-

ould nave taken place unoer tue aus-

pices oi tne united Nations or a

iew neutral countries.
tact is tnat tne reterendum

was carried out unoer tne
ot, a uritisn viceroy.

Britisn colonialism which had suf-

fered blows from tne people

ot Pasntoonistan could not oe ex-

pected to aoopt favourable attitude

towards the pashtoonistanis in such

a reterendum.
The reterendum was carried out

in- - the occupied Pashtoonistan only.

The people in independent Pashtoo-

nistan was not invited to take part
and what is only 50 per cent

of the people in occupied Pashtoo-

nistan had participated.
It is a well known fact that forg-

ed ballots were stuffed into the ballot

boxes. What is more important, said

the editorial, is the fact that even

in this one sided limited refe-

rendum the people of occupied Pa-

shtoonistan given to choose bet-

ween Joining India or Pakistan.
The third alternative of estab.ish-in- g

a free and independent Pashtoo-ista- n

was never given to those tak-

ing part in the referendum. How

can such a referendum be consider-

ed legal, just and stastifactory?, as-

ked the
Yesterday's Anls carried the text

of the Prime Minister's speech on

the advent of the new year.

In one of its editorials entitled

'The Popularisation of Democracy"

it said the process of demoralisa-
tion is essentially a slow process of-

ten requiring many years.
The popularisation of democracy,

it said, is a grave responsibility en-

trusted to he government in Afgha-

nistan. That is why the Prime Mi-

nister in his new year message con-

sidered it to be the most important

task bf the government
It is a fact that the
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The new state budget
come from new sources such as the sale of its
natural gas, road tolls, tinned fruits,
some new semi-process- products and marble.

But one of the plans was devised by
the Ministry of Finance has not been pursued suf-
ficiently. The idea 'of government bonds the
best idea and the Ministry of Finance an-

nounced the sale of bonds it was
that it would bring in added revenues for the

to invest in the development projects. It
would thereby borrow private liquid capital from
individuals in return for satisfactory Interests

A few announcements were and then
was silence. The ministry ought to study

why the sale of government failed.
it been better were

given to the banks in the to sell and for
the ministry to offered certain commissions
to the banks against of bonds.

We are sure that some would have
been interested in buying few thousand cf

themselves. all, what are
doing with the volume of savings have
but investing in development projects in way
that should offer security to their money.

In the of this experience, if renewed
for the sale of is, made, it is

necessary first of all, the method of sale
uccraunea. we are sure some mav

mSuMiHii prepared, wny not put sale
the rate of growth the how

IHIfDIWIE.IE-pItaiES- S

reieienaum

nave

reierenoum

The
supeivis-lo- n

more

and

were

editorial.

was

the

promulgation of the new Constitu-
tion tne demands of the people lor
a better lite and the greater use
democratic treedora have been cons-

tantly increasing.
oue tne most essential require-

ments for the proper functioning
that every one know the

that go with democratic
This something tnat

cannot be attained overnight.
The editorial expressed certainty

that the people of Afghanistan are
fully aware of this and will
a path leads to the nation's
general well being and prosperity.

in another editorial the same issue
of the paper welcomed the decision
of the Ministry of Education
distribute vitamins to students in va--

The general situation of the cress
in Latin America is discoura-
ging than ever", the president of the
inter-Americ- Press Association
(SIP), Augustin Edwards of.. Chile,
said in Acapulco over the weekend.

Free exercise of journalism was
being hindered in Brazil, Panama

the press was passing through
"very hard and Cuba

was muzzled and a
lesser degree in Peru.

"A general tendency exists in La-
tin America centralise informa-
tion channels and suppress news",
Edwards, who publishes El MercUrio
in Santiago, said in an interview, in
Ultimas Noiicias of Mexico City
Saturday night. He was presiding
the general meeting of SIP
began in Acapulco Sunday.

The New York Sunday
described than coinciden-
ce" the Spanish decision lift the
"state of exception" existing in

a time when talks are due f
start on the renewal of American
bases there.

The paper said: "One need not
be overlv

4 mtivri that
more than coincidence connects two
news items announced in Madrid
the other day.

"One report revealed that Spain's
minister will visit Washington this
week for top-lev- talks at
renewing the agreement on American
bases in which expires next
Wednesday.

"Almost simultaneously the Fran
regime announced that the pre

seni suite exception will end
next Tuesday, a month ahH of" - MUVMU

schedule, thus terminating the Spa
nisn governments special of

....
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rious schools and colleges through-
out the country. Vitamin deficiency
is quite a common problem which
if unchecked will hamper the smoo-
th progress of education, it said.

However, it stressed that the mi-
nistry should do its utmost to ' see
that vitamins are distributed among
those who really suffer . from vita-
min deficiency. A detailed survey is
needed for this purpose so that lists
of truly deserving students will be-

come available for vitamin distribuc
tion.

The editorial also urged the minis-
try to establish contact with interna-
tional organisations such as UNI-CE- F'

to provide powdered milk for
students to drink during the recesses
while in school.

.ii-- i, in II-- - ' i
a. rest and censorship.

"The suspicion must arise that the
Franco regime's decision to drop its
recent totalitarian domestic controls
the existing arrangements intact des-
pite the vast increase in the nation's
is inspired by hopes of removing a
possible obstacle to renewal of the
bases agreement. It is well known-tha-t

the Madrid authorities recent
repressive measures have given new
arguments to Americans who oppose
that pact's extension.

"Spain's easing of totalitarian con-
trols is welcome, but it does not ma-
ke the bases agreement automatical-l- y

acceptable. Certainly if the Spa-
nish air and submarine facilities are
essential for American and atlantic
security, the need is for renewal of
the agreement at minimum possible
cost. But if technology in this area
of intecontinental missiles has made
the bases obsolute, this country sh-
ould withdraw its military forces
from Spain as soon as possible.

"The latter course is particularly
desirable because of the spur United
States bases given to
sentiment in Spain. The burden of
proof is on those who would keep
missile capacity since the original
1953 agreement.

"Notwithstanding the four-side- d

talks on Vietnam taking place in
Pans, the hawks from the Pentagon
continue to cling to their bankrupt
military-strategi- c plans and attempt
to prove that their will can be im-
posed on the population of South
Vietnam by force of arms". This is
said by Nikolai Bragin in his inter- -
miuonai review in Sunday's "Pravda"
Having characterised these plans as
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(Continued from page 1)

Production of important agri-

cultural commodities such' as wh-

eat, Vegetables and fruits incre-
ased substantially production of
textiles and other consumer goods
which saw a decline in
1346 began to expand in
the latter half of 1347

and the conditions for estab-
lishment of new industries beca-
me more favourable.

Expansion programmes for inc-
reasing agricultural and animal
products have been implemented
mostly in accordance with the
plans. Some 50 to 60 per cent mot--

re improved wheat seed and che-
mical fertiliser were distributed
in comparison to 1346.

The improvement in agricultu-
ral productivity has resulted in
a drop in prices of foodstuffs. It
has helped the balance of paym-
ents; and it has increased . the
volume of trade.

In important irrigation projects
such as canal, and
those in the Helmand Valley and
Sardeh, as well, as levelling and
cultivation of reclaimed land in
order to make better use of water
and soil' resources of the country,
progress has been achieved and
the construction of the Parwan
project is also underway. In add
tion a number of other smaller,

irrigational proj-
ects are under implementation. I

Some $ nine million were ac-
quired from exports of natural
gas. Survey work on expansion
of gas extraction and refining

in order to increase the
amount of exports to 3.5 billion
cubic metres per year has begun.

With the expansion of these fa-

cilities gas export proceeds will
amount to $20 million per year.

More funds were appropriated
for expediting the commissioning
of the Balkh chemical fertiliser
plant. The factory is expected to
go into production early in 1350,

that is six months ahead of the
I previous schedule.
I For increasing, the output of el-

ectrical power a number of im
portant projects such as the Ma-za- re

Sharif thermal power plant,"
the hydroelectric plant in Kaja-k-i,

as well as a number of smal-
ler hydroelectric and diesel . pla-

nts are under construction.
Grids are being expanded in or-

der to be able to make further
use of the power already avail-
able.

Construction of two large tex-

tile mills one in Kabul and an-

other1 in Balkh with total cap-

acity of 22 to 30 mil-

lion metres . per year
have been completed to go
into operation early this year, th-

at is ahead of schedule.
; Furthermore, a number of oth-

er small industrial projects for pr-

ocessing export commodities and
for producing consumer goods ha-

ve been established.
The Kabul silo capacity has

been increased by 30,000 tons, and
the second flour mill there will
shortly be completed and go into
operation early this yaar.

A number of store houses with
a combined capacity of 70,000

tons have been set up around the
Vountry to store and preserve ce-

reals.
Construction of the Pule

and Kabul-Gard- ea

highways are also being expedi-
ted through new appropriations.
During 1347, 126 kilometres of
the Pule Khumri-Shebergh- hi-

ghway, have been surfaced and 56

kilometres' are ready for surfac-
ing. ;

On the Kabul-Garde- z highway
18.30 kilometre were asphalted
and 18 kilometres are ready. for7
surfacing.-- '

Studies and surveys of a num--'

ber of other important highways
such as Kabul-Hera- t: highway
through the central provinces,
Sheberghan-Hera- t: highway, and
Kunduz-Faizaba- d highway, and
Mazare Sharif-Tashgoz- ar highway
have startedr

Construction of a number of
feeder roads and bridges, which
are considered important in view
of their location, has also started
and some of them have already
been constructed.

A number of small regional
and local airnort have been con.

f structed in various parts of the
country for development of' dom-

estic air travel. The number of
flights of the Bakhtar airlines
have increased. .

The Kabul automatic telepho-
ne station is largely completed .

and a portion of it is already wo-
rking. Other communication pro-

jects such as Mazare Sharif and
Herat telephone exchange stat-
ions and the Kabul, Kunduz, Fa-ra- h

and Herat carrier systems are
linked to the Iranian border.

In the education sector progr-
ess has been considerable. The
number of students in primary

'
schools rose by seven and a half
per cent; in secondary schools by
25.7 per cent; in highschools and
vocational schools by 37.3 per
cent; and in institutes of higher
education by 31.4 per cent.

New premises for the Afghan
Institute of Technology and the
Kabul Polytechnic Institute were
completed and put at the dispo-

sal of the administrations and st-- '

udents,
Furthermore, 257 primary scho

ols, 77 ' secondary schools, and six
highschools were opened' in the-
provinces. Some of the-- ' colleges
have expanded and new annexes
for Kabul and Nangarhar univer-sitie-s

were put in use.
In the flplri nf mihlic Vmolth

during the year construction of
16 hospitals and eight health ce-- "
ntres bontihued. ' The majority of
these centres and hospitals are
nearing completion and prelimi-
nary work on' 400 bed military
and 100 bed children's . hospitals
has started.

The scale of the development
efforts in Pakthia enlarged du-

ring the year. Construction of wow
rkshops, ', warehouses and roads
within project areas continued.' A
large saw mill plant for utilisation
of forest resources of i the prov-
ince has been imported, and will
soon start operation. '

Preliminary surveys of the cen-
tral provinces, Laghman and Ku-n- ar

provinces in the east ' for
drawing up development plans
for the future have been also co-

mpleted. ", ,

Apart from projects included in
the plan in order to meet the
local needs, implementing small
but necessary tasks and launch-
ing regional, development, prog-
rammes were made for the first
time in last year'g budget apro-priatio-

under the title of local
development. i

The money appropriated went
into implementing small .projects
which are meeting dire local ne-e-ds

around the country.
For the coordination of develop-

ment efforts during the Third Fi-

ve Year Economic and Social De-

velopment Plan, projects, includ-- .
ed in the plan are reviewed in
terms of their expenditure, prio-- .
rity, and the economic feasibili-
ty and the returns of the proj-ect- s.

The project reviews are now
under the study of concerned au-
thorities and for securing finances
a number of agreements have be- -;

en concluded with friendly coun-
tries and international organisa'--tion- s

for loans and grants. Cont-
acts and negotiations for financ-in- g

a number of other' projects are
in progress.

In the field of planning and co-
ordination of economic efforts in
the country, financing, and regit--la'ti- ng

the activities of the deve-
lopment projects measures have'
been taken ;

Long term loan agreement for
financing various projects with'
the Soviet ' Union was reached.
Agreements were concluded with
the United States for loans to fin-
ance the Kajaki dam power proj-ec- t.

the cadastral survey pro-
gramme, and purchase of 90000
tons of wheat and 6,000 tons' of
edible oil.

Agreements were also signed
with Yugoslavia on extension of ''

credit for the'Harirod basin agri-cultur-

development and with
Japan for drinking water projects

.. in the provinces. '

Of these, a large number have
, been ratified by the parliament

and use has been made of part
of these resources. A number of
other agreements are now under'
the study by parliament.

Agreements have been reached
in principle with the Federal Re-
public of Germany, Denmark and
Bulgaria on new long term credits
and with the United States on
a loan for' purchasing chemical
fertiliser. It is hoped that these
agreements will be signed soon
on these loans.

Agreements and protocols on
technical cooperation and assist-
ance have beea signed with frie-
ndly nations and international or-
ganisations notably with the Wo-
rld Food Programme for provision
of a quantity of foodstuffs for pro-
jects, staff and students, of board-
ing schools, and with Australia on
providing. Afghanistan with a
10,000 ton wheat grant-Furtherm-

ore

the World Bank,
the Asian Development. Bank)
and the United Nations are being
contacted for. acquiring technical
and financial assistance especially
for development in principal sphe-
res.

Steps are taken aWg the way
of preparing the ground for acq-
uiring such assistance which, inc-
ludes the reorganisation of the
Agricultural Bank.

It is hoped that with the assis-
tance ' of so-

urces small irrigation projects,
utilisation of underground water
resources, expansion of agricul-
tural credits, maintenance of pr-
incipal highways and feeder ro-
ads,, and construction of vocation-
al schools-wil- l be undertaken, i

In regard to investments by
the private sector I would like- to
note ' that' out of - the 79' projects
given the go ahead during the
last year,-2- 9 projects have entered
the production stage, and the oth-
er 50 are under implementation. ',

The total investments in these-- ,

projects amounts to Af. two bil-

lion, 272 million-on- e hundred and
seventy- eight- thousand and five
hundred (2,272,178,500).

The above ' mentioned projects '
employ; 1040 skilled,- and. 13,266-- -

unskilled workers. '

The development budget for

1347 along with the regular bud-get-f-

the year- - was - approved
with i the ' cooperation . of parliam-
ent; Jn-It- summer session,-- .

,

This allowed the concerned or-

ganisations to better, utilise the
appropriations as a result of wh-

ich work on. the Pule Khumri-Shebergh-an

highway, the chemi-
cal fertiliser and the Bagrami . tex-

tile plant went ahead of schedu-
le.

The 1348 budget. with due con-

sideration givem to the economic
situation and the principle of pr-

oviding adequate domestic reso-

urces has been prepared. It is
15 per cent larger in volume in
comparison to last year's budget.

Certain measures for strengthe-
ning of "financial conditions in
the country are inherent in this
budget which, with parliament's
approval, it is hoped, .will further
improve the economic situation in
the nation.

What is important in economic
expansion, and development effo-

rts is that Afghanistan, to the ex-

tent possible, should depend on

its own natural and human reso-

urces and regulate its future pr-

ogrammes on the basis of the pr-

inciple of self reliance. Every ef-

fort should be made to implement
development projects with avail-
able facilities and capabilities. .

Apart from all this, there arc
many issues related to economic
construction and regulation of so-

cial affairs which are under the
study of the government. Enum-
erating what, has been done in
respect to 'these will: be prematu-
re.

This attitude is part of our way
of working. We do not wish to
gain fame for ourselves through
exaggerated publicity. We ar of
the opinion, that the facts shoukh
be discussed with the people open-
ly. ,

When we tell thm of the pl-

uses in the conduct of the admin-
istration, we- - must also refrain
from remaining quiet about the
shortcomings.

In this connection, we can say
that contrary to what we wished,
the administrative system has not
changed, and regrettably, corrup-
tion, embezzlement and smuggl-
ing have not been curbed as

t
was hoped. '

In i this, regard we require the
cooperation and assistance of the
entire - citizenry.

Of course regulations which are
under final studies, have been dr-
afted for reforming the admin-
istration and perhaps they will
become operative shortly after
going, through the proper chann-
els. Nevertheless, the success of
the administration . in eliminating
corruption, bribery, embezzlem-
ent, and smuggling, depends v on
collaboration of all.

On peace and security, looking
at the declining crime rate, I
can give you the good news that
last year differed considerably fr-

om the previous five years. The
government is hopeful of further
improving the social situation th-
rough drafting and enacting new
laws in accordance with the spi-

rit of the constitution.
I would also like to inform you

that-durin- the year a number of
new laws were drafted, among
them the law governing associat-
ions, the law on administrative re-

forms, and the labour law. These
laws will be submitted to the pa-

rliament fori deliberation.
The work of the commission

set up last year; to review and
study" the educational system is
progressing satisfactorily. The
commission for development and
strengthening of the Pashto lan-
guage has completed its task.

We are hoping .the results of
the studies of these commissions
together with the measures which
will be taken in this respect, shall
prove fruitful.

,The government Intends to set
up a high powered commission
during the current year, consist-
ing of informed persons and . ex-

perts in all' spheres, of economics
to consider and debate the eco-
nomic issues of the nation so th-
at their views may be used in br-
inging improvements in this im-

portant sector.
Dear compatriots? '
During the.' year that passed,

the foreign policy of Afghanistan,
on the basis of principles set out
half a century ago with

of the independence of the
country; andi;in accordance with
the resolutions of the Loya Jirgah
(grand assembly) and 'the policy
statement of the government has
been applied.' Relations of Afgha-
nistan- with friendly nations and
its participation in international
gatherings have constantly exp-
anded,

While the Afghan nation celeb-
rated the 50th anniversary of the
regaining of independence,- it rea-
lised, with regret, that r

people of Pashtoonistairwere
still struggling to acquire their ri-

ght to '

As the continued denial of this
inalienable right of the people of
Pashtoonistan causes instability
in the confusion-o- f the region in
which, we live, and as in the year
that 'passed; the policy of press-
ure of the- - Pakistani authorities
against the people of Pashtoonis-Continue- d

on page 4) i
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ASTCO TO START

KABUUAUNICH

BUS SERVICE
By A Staff Writer t

A bus service between Kabul-Munic- h;

and back to. Kabul has, been
established by 'ASTCO. The bus will,
leave Kabul once, every, two weeks
from opposite the ASTCO office in

Cotton production
increases to

55,000 tons in '47
By Haider Nazari Abed i

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation is especially concerned
with cotton production, health con-

trol for. livestock, and improvement
in poultry production..

Afghanistan has a number of pla-

ces where the hot, moist weather is '

favourable' for producing good cot-

ton. However, production oscillates.
For example, in 1345, 57,153 tons
of cotton were produced. In 1346

.
the amount dropped to 51,865, but
rose again in 1347 to 55,000 tons. ;

The continued use and improvement
of chemical fertiliser and better seeds
are imperative in quality cotton pro-

duction;
Transportation facilities need to

be improved. Cotton grown in re-

mote areas has small chances of rea--
.

ching the cotton processing plants. .

In - Afghanistan cottqn. production
per jerib- - (half acre) is 2521 kilos.
Other countries '.with less suitable co-

nditions than those in Afghanistan
but with1, better technical methods,'

far surpass Afghanistan's ' figure.
.

Syria produces 490 kilos per1 jerib.
The UAR produces 441 kilos

USSR totals 434 kilos per -
jerib while Mexico produces 406 ki-

los
,

per jerib.,;
In the field of veterinary medicine

the Veterinary Department of the
Ministry of ' Agriculture reports a
tremendous-increas- in the use of
Afghan mad vaccine given to ani-

mals. Some vaccines produced by
the ministry offer-- animals protection
against, black disease, sheep-po- x,

black leg, rindepest. Since 1 348 '
vaccine has been produced in Afgha-

nistan; before that time only impo-
rted vaccine was used.

In. the poultry field the Chinese

ouild and outfit.- - a. povltry farm in
Bagrami which-will- . soon go into
nnarotinn ftfAatllf inrpnGinn tllff StVm' UVBUVU mv '.JJ1VUM luvivwiiiijj
ailability . of chickens and eggs.

The ., farm will have a capacity of
5,000-bird- 400 of them hens. The
annual v production of i chickens will .

be,i200,00(X 90,000 at. three months
of age will go,,o market; 80,000 will.

' ns ,. KrAs4ar XIia farmjgkJ V VUlWMfM.t WlfcVMVJB, " A Hi -

will board 500. ducks from . which it
hnnac tr not 7 Sllfl HiirVlinoc an.
nually. .

j. - There will be a machine to prod-

uce. grain to feed the fowls. Grain
win aisa oe oistrioutea to moiviauai
breeders.

Milk production: at the ministry is
still at the primary stage. After the
installation! of machines and a pas-- -

' Innriirti Art unit imrt t tfttt rt avt4 4ie ,

tribution will start.

Afghan Karakul:

Fur
Spirits soared, particularly tho-

se of- - the Afghan - shippers, as the
(

last ; hammer stroke brought to a
close one of the most successful
Afghan Karakul sales yet to be
held. A total of 450,000 skins was
almost 100 per cent sold at fully
10 per cent above the November
levels. -

The offering was generally co-

nsidered to be somewhat infer- -
. ior to the previous London Af-

ghan, auction and thus the high
prices obtained indicate increas-
ed competition and more confid--

' ence in the commodity
In the Blacks, particular prefe-

rence was shown for the larger
curls .and all cheaper goods and
the tiresome single lots were dis-

posed of as quickly as the strings.
West Germany, was the princip-
al operator for this section of the --

catalogue.
Far more important than the

Blacks are- - the Afghan Greys,
which' represented 80 per cent of
the 1968 crop. These sold 98 per
cent,, with the better end adv- -'

anceing '5 per cent and the com-

mercial grades by as much as 10

per cent. Demand was spread ev-en- lj

over the mptire offering with
regular Light Greys fetching as
much as 116- - per skin.

Here the U.S. was very active
- and ' took about 80 per cent of
the value SI the put-u- p. West Ge-

rmany, once again, Is buying Da- -

.rk. Greys after, a period. of sever-a- l
years proving renewed Inter-

est in this elegant article
But even though excitement was

high i : nthe auction room ' and
despite all the improvements we
have seen over the last few mon-

ths, the Afghan Karakul skins st-

ill have a long way to go before
their presentation equals that of
other- - Persian Lambskin

Share Nau on Saturdays. The- firs
bus will leave this Saturday, said an
official of the Afghan Swiss Trading
Company.
' When asked about the possibility .

of increasing the number-o- f trips to
Munich, the official added that start-
ing in June, the bus will leave for
Munich every Saturday morning.

Several- - bus companies are involv-

ed in this route. A Qaderi Bus Com-

pany coach will leave Kabul for Me-shh-

in Iran, From there a TBT
(or an Iranian bus company coach)
will take the passengers to. Istanbul.
From Istanbul a European Bus will
carry the passengers to Munich.

The trip takes about;- - 13 days.
"We think this is the most beneficial
trip. to a tourist who wants to seethe
world at cheaper prices", he told me.

"What is most interesting is that,
from Tehran a tourist can change
his bus to go to Baghdad, Beirut and
other Middle. East countries and.
from there to Europe. Both choices
exist for the tourists who want to
travel by ASTCO buses", he added. y

There is one bus driver, one bus
conductor and one assistant, to the
driver. Tickets, fro ii Kabul cover
all stops on the. route, including, al- -
ternative routes.

Since this is a new field of travel-
ling in Afghanistan, ASTCO has
made arrangements for hotels acco-
mmodations in, the! country. ."From-her- e

to Meshhad our . tickets in-

clude lodging and boarding", he
said.'

ASTCO has made arrangements-
with.Manzil Bagh hotel for enroute
passengers to spend one night in- -

Kandahar. While in Herat, the next
prior to leaving the country f Iran
arrangements have. been, made . with
the Park: Hotel.

lne cost. of. one way. ticket
from Kabul is S 95. A re-- .

turn ticket will cost $ 172.
ASTCO travel service feels thatlk

there is a good demand for travelling
between Afghanistan and. EuropeM

over land.
"The number .. of the young tou-

rists, both Afghan and foreigners
who want to see the world leisurely
is growing. This kind of tourist has '

limited financial means, but has ty

of times, and he leaves his ho-
me in the hope of seeing as much of
the world. as he .can.

"They dislike a bird's eye view
looking down from the windowpane.
of .a plane and claiming they have
seen places. This is the' class to wh-

ich- this bus service especially app-
lies", he told. me.

. He hoped that a greater number
of tourits will visit Afghanistan with
tli otart l k., 11 1, L.tfcUV- - OUtl I V. U1C UlT UU9 illliV UCl'
ween Afghanistan and Europe.

Qaderi Bus 'Service is one of the
best in the country. With its head-
quarters in Kandahar, it has a grid
of buses running . throughout the
country linking : various main cities
and main centres.-I- t

has 67 buses may of which are
very modern. The t Kabul-Kandah- ar

daily service of Qaderi is already
famous. '

RevieW sees marked improvement
Anyone visiting the Afghan

show floor is instantly assailed by
thick dust that gets into the hair
and eyes impregnates one's cloth-
es, suffocating the unwary.

The occasional lot that repre-
sents a fair-size- d string is consi-
derably outnumbered by small
one-ba- le boundless that form a la-

rge part of the catalogue. These
waste considerable time both at
the valuing stage and later when
they are bid for.

Fortunately, these and other ir-

ritations are in the course of be-

ing put right. The Afghan Kara
kul Institute, under the presid
ency of Abdul Ghafour Reja, is
fully aware of the gigantic task
ahead of it and already plans are
well advanced to-- counteract the- -

se drawbacks.
Afghan and U.S. engineers for

instance, have pooled their kno- -
wledge and devised a niece of
equipment to extract the surplus
dust. Already three machines ha- -
ve been built but by
sheer bad luck - are held
up at the.- time- - of --writing,

in the New York Docks. How-
ever, it is hoped they will soon
be installed in the recently-bui- lt

sorting plantr in this cas- - we tan
expect to see a much cleaner
1960 crop.

The next problem,- - that of Indi-
vidual lots, is likewise to be de-

alt with shortly. Instructions from
the Institute have' gone out to
the Afghan shippers that only if i

they can supply 20,000 or more
karakul of one colour can their
individual offerings be sorted se-

parately. Those shippers or sheph
erds with less than this quantity.

i

The pressing section of the
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A ' general vlewv of the cotton ginning and pressing plant in

Business review of the week
The plan of the ASTCO travel

agency to start a . bus service bet-

ween Kabul and Munich is a wel-

come move. In fact instead of. one
bus company the three bus services,
(Kaderi, TBT of Iran and Europe)
are involved. The variety is sure to
offer better experiences, and since
all three are experiencd companies
we are sure that the plan will meet,
technically, with success.

Even: the cost of travelling does
not seem to be much. Considering
the price of a dollar-sevent- y fjve

swer unless the show lot fully re-

presents the balance of the str-

ing. Excluded from this rule will
be the occasional bundle of very
unusual coloured skins or super-
latively marked pelts.

The Institute is well aware th-

at in the raw state its pelts are
at a disadvantage, but in the la-

st two years improved buffing
has resulted in thinner leather
and reduced weight. Nevertheless,
this is only nibbling at the prob-
lem,

A curing research programme
is - planned to start this : spring
under Dr. Thomas Thorstensen
of Boston, Mass, the international- -

iy recognisea leatner cnemist. ua- -
sed on his findings the Institute
will be in a position to constru- -
ct a new Curing House at Maza- -
re Sharif some time in 1970. This ,

would mean that all skins marke- -

ted through London and New
York would go through this plan.

As can be seen, great efforts
are being made to improve the
quality of the Afghan karakul.

Only the first grade of skins are
now being offered at auction; the
second class . pelts, ' known to the
initiated as dubar, are being
retained in Afghanistan for the
manufacture of Poustincha, i.e.
the elaborately embroidered su-ed- ed

sheepskin garments that are
gaining favour throughout the
world.

Aware that fashion dictates de-

mand, Afghan representatives ha-

ve been visiting designers, man-

ufacturers, etc., in Milan, Paris
and London to ascertain consum
ers' requirements. The light beige

will have their skins intersorted colour, Sotor, interested the cou-8o-th-at

matched strings of some turiers both in Paris and Italy,
4--6 bales can be made. although, the other natural light

Of course it is realised that shades were almost as popular,
offering strings is not the full an- - Their breeding policy of conce- -
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cotton factory in Herat.

' By A Staff Writer
afghanis, the ticket for one way

trip to Munich will be afghanis 6900,

and round trip ticket will cost

12,900 afghanis. An air passenger

has to pay $ 606 for a round-tri- p

ticket to Munich and that is four

times more than the price offered by
the ASTCO travel agency.

Despite this difference, ASTCO
would do' well to have a second
look at the price of the tickets. We
feel that reasonable price of tra-

velling should be 25 the cost of

in 7968 crop
ntrating on Greys has also been
confirmed, but now the problem
arises . as to whether the Light
Grey output should remain as it
is, i.e. suitable for use both dyed
and natural, or whether it wo-

uld not be ,a sounder policy to
develop the te karakul
almost exclusively for dyeing.

Of course, when moving into
this field a certain amount of bl-

ack must be regularly introduced
into the flock to avoid the deve-

lopment of the albino tendency,
which raises completely differ-
ent sphere of difficulties.

Nevertheless, this all goes to
prove that the Afghans realise
the importlnce of proper market-
ing information and they are
prepared to do everything possi-

ble to keep their product the pr-

incipal, money-earn- er of their
country.

Considerable sums are being in-

vested in the development of the
Afghan Karakul Industry, all col-

lected from the members of the
Institute. To date, the Institute
has reinvested $250 000 for the
improvement of the Industry ob-

tained from a skin levy placed cn
all pelts passing through the So-

rting House.
This, then, is report on the

plans of the Afghan Karakul In-

stitute, some already accomplish-
ed, others still on the drawing
board. It will be very interesting
in 12 mcnjhs' time to see how
much progress has been made.

(FUR REVIEW)

Herat cotton factory
starts using metric weights

By A.H. Waleh

...N...:.vLy,;1....4.

For generations, the farmers in
Herat, did not grow cotton because
"it was never raised by their fathers
or grandfathers. But this changed
three years ago when the local gov-

ernor 'told them they would soon ha-

ve a. ginning and pressing plant to
be followed by a vegetable oil fac-

tory, ' '"

His words were quickly translated
into action by a few well-to-d- o citi-

zens. They pooled Af. 40,000,000
with which they built the premises

and purchased the machinery from
the Soviet Union.

Haji Azizuljan Badghisi is the pre-

sident of the Herat Cotton Factory.
He takes muctf pride in the plant

The ginning machinery have the
capacity to process 3,000 tons of
raw cottqn which is exported to the
Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia.
The plant is planning to increase its
capacity by 1,000 tons this year.

The cotton is purchased from in-

dividual farmers in and around He-

rat who have received through the
factory the most productive seeds.

that can also resist certain diseases!

prevalent in the area.;
'The factory in turn gets the seeds

from the Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation that has experimen
ted with various seeds imported from
different countries. Cotton cultiva-

tion this year has been carried out'

on larger scale to justify the extra
capacity.

.

A most welcome change brought
about by the factory is the introduc-

tion of the metric system, kilos ins- -

Herat.

air travel so that it may suit the po-

cket of the majority of the people

who wish to see the world through

bus service.
This difference especially beco-

mes interesting when we consider

the fact that the price of air travel

to Moscow is little different from

the round trip bus ticket to Munich,

while the distance may be about the

same.
In bargain like bus travelling,

the cheaper the price the better it is.

The rate ought to be in line with ,

the average income of the average
family in Afghanistan, so that whem
a group of students wish to travel U
. .i .i 1. 1 v

Dy ous uiey are aoie iu uu su.
re . iu : ..... : : ,j : a; i

"l,tuu," T. TiT 7wto predict
me service wmcn nas jum warie- u-

,but it is certain that once it makes
a good start and appeals to the pub-

lic in Kabul its success is guaranteed.
How could, this be done?

In different-ways.- . First, good,
well programmed advertising cam-

paign should be launched. Ttiere are
few people in Afghanistan who know '

anything about this service . which
will start shortly.

Second, contacts Ought to be made
with some school and colleges who'

may be interested in making use of
this service, or part of this service
for some group trips. Such a possi-- ,
bility exists. One only has to take
the initiative to convince the grow-

ing lot of people who may like to
take advantage of such a service.

Third, the tourist agencies ought
to be informed of this new line, so
that when people refer to them for
added information they may be in-

formed of the existence of the line.

Fourth, the foreign missions in
various countries, especially those
which have relations with Afghans-ta- n

ought to know the details of
the line and time of departure and
arrival. Most of the tourists and
travellers who want to come to our
country make inquires about the
cheaper routes and ways that they
can get into Afghanistan, when get-

ting their visas.
How far bus travel is comfortable,

and money saving, I don't know, be-

cause I personally have not done
any long travelling by bus. But I

feel that the better roads in Afgha-

nistan should offer a maximum con-

venience to those travellers who sh-

ould like to make use of ASTCO's
services.

I r!?V 1 S"
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tead of local measurements which
even diller from those in use in Ka-

bul. For example one 'seer' in Herat
is equal to(.ten 'paus' in Kabul, the
latter unit consisting of 16 paus.
And one pau is roughly equal to
half a kilo. .

Cotton brought from farmers fall
into four classes; the first costs Af.
10.04 per kilo, the second Af. 10,

the third Af. 9.46 and the fourth
At 8.00 per kilo.

Before Herat can get its own vege-

table oil plant completed by the

end of this year, the cotton seeds se- -'

parated from the cotton through the
ginning machinery is sold to the
vegetable oil factory in Bost,

.

The equipment needed for the oil
factory have been ordered to a West
German firm. The daily production
capacity of the plant would be five
tons.

At present, most of the vegetable
Oil and shortening needed by Hera-ti- s

come from Iran. A part of the
population, especially the Turkmans
still stick to the sesame oil extracted
before their own eyes in a shop in
the main street.

Europe sees rise

cf production
during 1968

The conflict between the vigorous
growth of production in Europe, and
the persistent imbalance of interna-
tional transactions remains the big
short-ter- economic question for '

Europe in 1969, that the industrial-
ised countries of Western Europe.
have achieved a clear recovery".

.This is the conclusion drawn by
the experts of the United Nations
commission for Europe in their an-

nual report, published in Geneva.
At the same time they note that'
problems of international readjust-
ment which might have been solved
m, 1968 have, still hot found a, so-

lution. ,

The expansion in 1968, said the
report, was dominated by the West
German's production rate, which
shot up. France also, the report
noted, had caught up nearly all its
production losses . caused by the
May uprisings. As far as industrial
production was concerned, three
things were notable, said the report,
the exceptionally slow growth of the
metal procession industries, the very
heavy increase in metallurgical pro-
duction, and the very clear jump in
production in textiles and clothing
after the difficult period in 1967.

The rise in production has not,
however had much effect on employ-
ment, the report said.And in West
Germany, Austria, Holland Finland
and the United Kingdom, there are
signs of a considerable rise in the
number of non-aide- d unemployed
over the last few years.

Productivity per workere in indus-
try increased as much, and someti-
mes more, in 1968 than for any yeai;
in the last decade, in many coun-
tries of Western Europe, including
W. Germany, Holland and Britain',
the report stated.

External trade developed to a
muth greater extent than expected,
and exports from Europe to the
United. States increased by 25 per
cent, while exports to Eastern Eur-
ope' increased by 7 per cent, com-
pared with 4 per cent in 1967. West
Germany remained the biggest ex-
porter in Europe, followed by Bri-

tain and Italy.
turning to me oaiance ot pay- -

menu ProbIem- - howev. the report
ot abe tQ

nar,iclliar it PnnMrA1 unMiuvi wu uiv jsivaviil
situation of France's balance of pay-
ments as "extremely uncertain", and
said it was still not possible to jud-
ge the rapidity with which treasures
taken at the end of 1968 would im-
prove a situation which had been
getting worse ever since 1960.

The report also pointed out that
the countries of southern Europe
with the exception of Turkey, had
not benefited fully from the reco-
very of the industrialised countries.
Their expansion rates were distinctly
under those of ,the richer states.
Greece and Yugoslavia both had an
expansion figure of 4 per cent, Spain
4.5 per cent, Portugal, 7 per cent
and Turkey 6.8 per cent. The-- report
stressed, however, the "remarkable
success" of the Spanish devaluation
but remarked that the maintenance
of direct price and salary control
showed the difficulties which that
country's economy was still facing.

Meanwhile, from Brussels . came
another judgment on the present sit-

uation in Europe, this time in the pa-
ges of the EEC's regular publication
"graphiques et notes rapides" which
also stressed the boom in industrial
production, but noted the heavy in-

crease in imports from non-EE- C

countries, a considerable increase in
prices to consumers, and increased
tension on the employment front.

The EEC experts gave the rate of
industrial production for the last
quarter of 1968 as five per cent
over the average for the whole year,
and noted that this irvrease seemed
to be maintained into the beginning
of 1969. Thtre was, they said, a clear
decrease in unemployment, especia-
lly in France.

BUSINESS i INDUSTRY
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.
tan in view of the requirements'
of Pakistan domestic politics
was markedly on the increase, the
Afghan representatives in his ge
neral statement to the Uni-
ted Nations called the attention
of the world to this grave issue.

The course of events including
the stand of the people of Pash-
toonistan against the resumption
of oppression and pressure by the
Government of Pakistan, has an-
swered the claims of the Pakista-
ni authorities every week, rather
every day.

Afghanistan has always declar-
er mac basically the issue 01 rash-toonist-

is a remnant of British
colonialism., and the demand for
Pashtoonistan , has a deep root
in contemporary history.

It is natural that the State and
the people of Afghanistan have
constantly considered It their duty
to be interested in the destiny of
the people of Pashtoonistan. This
relation is based on historical and
geographical reasons and on deep
cultural and human factors.

The Pakistani authorities have
tried to make people believe that
the Pashtoonistan movement is li-

mited, to a few personalities and
political factions. But the course
of events proved once agvin that
the Pashtoonistan movement rel-
ies on the general consciousness
of the entire people of Pashtoon-
istan, which has been always in
existence, and which has receiv-
ed added force and strength from
contemporary conditions.

Jailing prominent figures which
has not killed the movement in
the past 21 years won't kill it in
the future either. As can be seen,
the recent events bear witness, th-
at the people of Pashtoonistan are
entering a new phase in their pe-

aceful battle,
Afghanistan has never honour-

ed the 1947 referendum in which
the option of
was nof given to the people of
Pashtoonistan.

The fact is that the Pashtoon-
istan issue was a national issue
to the peoples and governments
of Afghanistan before and after
the formation of Pakistan and it
will be so in the future.

The Afghan nation in the cour-

se of its numerous stands against
colonialism and foreign domina-
tion has proved its utter unity and
firm determination based on its
glorious history.

The Afghan State, as the poli-

tical centre of the Pashtoons, has
defended the rights of the people
of Pashtoonistan in the arenas of
Jehad and politics against Euro-
pean domination,

Afghanistan was the first As-

ian state which half a century
ago officially supported the rights
of the Moslems of. the Indian su-

bcontinent, the rights of the enti-
re people of the subcontinent,
and the rights of the colonial co-

untries against the British.
After the partition of the In-

dian subcontinent and the forma-
tion of Pakistan the right3 of the
people of Pashtoonistan who were
not part of the
were not ensured.

The Afghan nation, with deep
regret about this grave injustice,
has' continued its efforts to en-

sure the undeniable right to
of the people of

Pashtoonistan, and will continue
these efforts until such time that
this right will be ensured in ac-

cordance with the wishes of the
people of Pashtoonistan, so that
the possibilities for creating an
atmosphere of understanding and
brotherhood to bring about condi-

tions for economic social and
cultural progress through coope-

ration among the peoples of the
region are realised in this region
and this cooperation may prepa-
re the ground to ensure
the prosperity of this re-

gion and the Islamic world
and to strengthen peace and in-

ternational cooperation.
Now that the situation looks to

be on the threshold of a new ch-

ange, this sensitive time requi-
res that the leaders and the peo-

ples of Pashtoonistan seriously
pursue their national aims with
foresight as to the developments
in the situatidn, and a thorough
asssessment of the events.

I hope, this year, the people of
Pashtoonistan, will achieve fur-

ther successes in their efforts to
realise their wishes and aspira-
tions.

My sisters and brothers:
This year, the questions that are

before the country and the decis
ions that our people will make
in exercising their rights, will de-

termine the direction of the future
social anoj political life of Afgna-nista- n.

This year will be an outstand-
ing page in the contemporary hi-

story of the nation. We" must keep
in view the gravity and the im-

portance of this era with foresi-

ght and alertness, and now more
than at any other time, keep our
actions within the framework of
the law, and assume our respon-
sibility on the basis of the law,
order and tranquility in the na-

tion.
Every government has a miss-

ion the direction of which is de-

termined by the needs, require-

ments, and imperatives of the ti-

mes, and in this way, our people
have the right to judge how

each one of the past governments
in its term executed, its mission.
To what extent it has performed

its duties with care and honesty I

ETEMAD
and to what extent it has
been indifferent and negligent, '
to what extent it has taken
positive steps, and to what
extent by taking hasty action in
vital and grave matters it has cre-
ated gaps which will be difficult
to bridge in the future and which
will be costly having availed itself
of favourable conditions and oppor-
tunities solely for its fame. '

At this time the responsibility
to act is shouldered by us, besid-- j

.the duties whose performance is
required of us, our most basic du-
ty is to spread democracy; apply
democracy and prepare the people
for democracy by honouring the
rights of the people within the
order of democracy, calling the
attention of the people to their
duties and obligations in a dem-
ocracy and establishing a society
based on values and principles
which the people of Afghanistan
have adopted to regulate their li-

ves.
We have understood our obli-

gation before undertaking this im-

portant mission from the outset,
and, up to this moment, have ad-

vanced on this course with consci-
entiousness honesty and zeal and
we have not allowed outrselves to
put ourselves above the law.

With utmost patience and aboard
outlook in regard to the diff-
iculties which we faced in this re-

spect, we have forgotten ourselves
in the belief that the greater
interest lies in the success of the
order of the country,
, Sometimes, in the course of

securing these high objectives,
we have been accused of laxity in
applying the law. Some circles,
oblivious of the sensitivity of the
time and the effect of today's de-
cisions in building of, society, in-

terpret the contemplative atti-
tude of the government as hesita-
tion.

We shall never allow ourselves
to employ our work as an instru-
ment of publicity for the govern-
ment. We will not bring oursel
ves through perverse and hollow
statements to win the sentiments,
aspirations, and the superfluous
wishes of certain circles just to --

gain fame.
We fully understand the sen-

sitivity of this working procedu-
re, and the great obligation entr-
usted to us at this - highly diffi-
cult stage of the life of the coun-
try. We believe that what the
people do today will have a deci-

sive impact on the country today
and tomorrow.

Perhaps, to some of the people,
work means pompous and exhibi-tiona- ry

actions. But we must kn-
ow that basic work must not be
limited to one day, today, a term
or several years.
' In its true meaning, work sho-
uld be directed to inclusive objec-
tives, not only to the well-bein- g

of today, but also to the future of
the country.

We can say a number of diffi-
culties confronting us today, are
the legacy of the past, and the
results of the hasty actions for
which the people of Afghanistan
are paying today. The governm-
ent, before everything else, is
confronted with this difficulty.

It is a cause for' regret that
when those initiators and the
devisers of certain laws and re-

gulations, at the time these laws .
came under the public's judg
ment, found out that they could
not gain fame or frufts from
them for having committed errors
through making hasty de-

cisions and lacking care
in assessing requirements
and the spirit of the Consti-
tution in order to acquit themse-
lves they not only employed the-

se subjects as instruments for ad-

vancing their political motives
but also they went a step furth-
er and condemned them.

But the time records events so
that reality can not remain shro-

uded. We can say that the Uni-
versity Charter and certain other
laws which are topics of conversa-

tion, are a heritage of the past for
this government.

We understand that we must
act and work in a manner so
that on the one hand we elimin-
ate the ill effects of such a heri-
tage, and that on the other, we
do not leave similar heritages for
posterity.

We can not allow ourselves to
play with the destiny of the peo-

ple, of the country and of the or-

der, and use the real interests of
the country as a means for spur- -
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I'S N EW YEAR'S ADDRESS
ious fame, in this direction we
understand our responsibility be.
lore uoa, oeiore me co-

untry, before the eyes of the peo-

ple and before' the King.
We rely on the Almighty, on

honesty and truthfulness, the po-

litical consciousness and genuine
cooperation of the people of Af-

ghanistan in overcoming obstac
les in the way of building a pros-- ,
perous society for the prosperity
of the country and the health and
success of the order.
To press ahead with the high
objectives of the Constitution in .

order to organise the national li-

fe of Afghanistan, and to institu-
te democracy, trie government
has sought for its action to be a
reaffirmation of this spirit, tor
our people, in accordance with
the requirements of the times
and on the basis of realities and
national! history and culture, to
become more familiar with the de-

mocratic order with the passage
of every day, and for the nation
be mor,e progressive, more astute
and more firm in its talk and ac-

tion.
Of course, at this time, which

is. a period of transition, a long ti- -,

me will be required to attain mat-
urity in social and political life.
No doubt obstacles and roadbloc-
ks and inefficiencies exist in ma-

ny spheres.
There are roadblocks in our

way, and there are difficulties
but the power of faith, talent and
virtue .and the complete devot-
ion of the noble Afghan nation
to progress and advancement of
the country, are causes for hope.

Because of this the government
does not consider the events and
the movements of this transition-
al period as unexpected phenome-
na. It has viewed it in
its broad perspective and
has tried to give po-

sitive answers to reasonable re-

quests and in the meanwhile to
make the people aware of

and responsibilities un-.- ..

der the law.
On the same count, preservation "

of national interests, respect for
and interest in order and impr-
ovement of the society are tne du-

ties of every citizen. ,r
The objective is to see that our

youth are brought up as virtuous,
patriotic, and kingloving indiv;
iduals so that they will be 'able
to competently perform thir du-- i,

ties. The limited time which is

available to us in this grave per- - '

iod for the training of the young
generation should not bs wasted.

To whatever extent a youth re-

mains away from studying , and
training, to same extent the '

caravan of advancement will lag "

behind. No patriotic individual
can overlook the repercussions"" e$
such a shortcoming, .

Compensation for every kind
of headlessness in regard to the
sons of the country, and the real
values for preparing them to'
participate in national life is di-

fficult. The youth of today are
the inheritors of the country's to-

morrow, the preservers uf the na-

tional honour and interests, and
the bearer's of the responsibility

Affrkanicton'c oHvnnrpmpnt.
lui ni5iionw.u'w-u- '

Our young generation taking into
consideration the requirements of

the time, and the expetations fr- -

om them in building society, mu- -

st start preparing to shoulder the--

ir future responsibilities from to- -

i

All kinds of
stock.

day.
They should raise their level of

knowledge and scholarship. They
should arm themselves with the
power of morality, hold dear the-

ir traditions and national culture,
select from the modern civilisat-
ion what is beneficial and good
and stay away from extravagan
ce irresponsibility and egotism.

Today's boys and girls are the
fathers and mothers of tomorrow.
Strengthening the fundamentals
of faith and Godliness are of the
objectives of the religious Af-

ghan society.
On the other hand, the introdu-

ction of Islamic teachings in such
a manner that they prove contra-
ry to the spirit of progress and
place obstacles in the way of pre-

paring the new generation, for a
material and spiritual life is ag-

ainst the holy objectives f the
Islamic religion which makes the
moral and material progress of
the Islamic community' and its
domination over the good means
of the contemporary world the .

duty of every Moslem- -

In affirmation of the principle
of freedom of expression, the go-

vernment's attitude towards non-

governmental newspapers and
other periodicals Is clear. One of
the manifestations of democracy P:

witnessed in our country during
the last year was the unpreced-
ented rise in the number of non-

governmental publications.
Periodicals and newspapers wh-

ich publish material for reform-
ing the affairs and progress of.
the country and reflect the peop-

le's views are important for they
enlighten the public and .draw
the attention of the state autho--

rities to their duties.
'

One of the virtues of the demo-

cratic order is that it welcomes
constructive and objective criticism
which uncovers shortcomings and .

provides guides jfor improving af-

fairs. ' '

' This sensitive duty, to an ext-

ent,' is a responsibility of the pe-

riodicals but in no wise should,
freedom of expression be emplo-
yed deceive natiinal and pub-

lic interests for personal motives
or should indulge " in Serving the
cause of petty Interests, creation
of complications' and distorting of

realities. In the sensitive period
which the Afghan 'nation faces

it is nbt impossible that such mi-

sdeeds may bring about great da-

mage.;:
'

Expressions which in the arena
of politics impart unfamiliar and
strange perceptions in a manner
which creates questions in the
mind of the people, instead of

serving the ideals and wishes wh-

ich different groups hold in the
country for the advancement of

the nation, create misunderstand- -

ings' and which
require further clarification.

Realities, traditions and values
on which society has been rest-

ing and on which it rests today,
and on which it will rest in our
future must never be far from
our sight. -

Dear Compatriots: '

v In this grave time, in the cour
se of attempts to create, .

an
. atmo'.

spnere oi unaersiaiiuinB u u

rit of cooperation throughout the
country the followers of various
schools of thoughts and the Mate
should with wisdom, and awaren- -

ess broadmindedly evaluate sub- -
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,ty

ects which are contrary to their
judgment and views and refrain
from intellectual tyranny in all
affairs related to the country's
interests, and from confusion of
thoughts which adversely affect
the stability and harmony of
society. '

For the advancement of the co-

untry, the existence of a spirit of
cooperation, good-wllln- d .confid-

ence, not only among - the three
organs of the State, but also bet- -'

ween the state and all citizens is
necessary.

During last year the experien-
ce of the Afghan nation in reg-

ard to relations between the three
powers has further expanded and
developed. Authority and obliga-
tions of the three powers of the
State to strengthen coordination
and cooperation for sound prog-

ress of the country are constantly
being better distinguished. Each
side in the three powers has mo-

re clearly understood its obliga-
tions in this connection.

The elections which will take
place this year, in view of its
social value is of special import-
ance and brings us near to a gre-

at change in our political and
social life. If this change is wel-

comed with wisdom and aware
ness, a Dninant page opens in

nfltional hfe of our countryi
In the light of this situation the

duty of the government becomes
heavier and more sensitive. The
government will perform its duty
in accordance with the law and
with utmost honesty and care.

. The present parliament is now
three and half years old. In the
course-- of this time three consequ-etiv- e'

governments came into be-

ing. In this new year we find
ourselves on the threshold of the
second parliamentary elections
since the promulgation of the new
Constitution.

This four year term of the par-
liament has been a part of the
democratic experience for the
parliament as well as for the gov-

ernment. This new year is an im-
portant year in our social life.
The second parliamentary elect-
ions will be held this year this
term will play a profound role in
manifesting political conscious-
ness of the people of Afghanistan
in electing their representatives.

The objective for our people
given their . level of knowledge
and understanding, to elect rep-

resentatives who are worthy of
election, and who should place

the' interest and the good of the
nation first performances','' which the

our

As far as depends on the
government,' it will oversee the
course the elections with sin-

cerity --so that they take" place wi-

thin the limits fixed by the Con-

stitution and related laws.
The passing of year bri-

ngs added valuable experiences
to individuals and nations. Whi-

le Afghan nation enters the
second stage of..parliamentary el-

ections in accordance with the
Constitution, the proof the po-

litical consciousness lies, in un-
derstanding its responsibility in
the larger national sphere,

The finalisation and promulga-
tion the parties law has fun-

damental importance in democra-
tic changes in Afghanistan. The
parties law, like all other laws,
must agree with the values and
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spirit embodied in the Constitu-
tion.

Weare convinced that the leg-
islating authorities in the count-
ry are aware of ensuring this
harmony.

As the government has said,
it is neutral. The meaning of this
neutrality is this: members of
the government do not take fr-

onts in political factioneering.
f'

Some nave interpreted this at-

titude which conflicts with their
motives as a kind of apathy. Wh-

ile the government has declared
its objectives and policy and in
its action endeavours to apply to
realise them, it not neutral in
regard to preserving the Inter-
ests of the country and the peo-

ple and to serving the nation.

The government. Is not neutral
in regard to supreme interests of
Afghanistan. It takes sides with
unity of thought and action.,

The government is not neutral
regard to supreme good of

It snnnnrta all natrio- -

in the can serve as infrastruc-o- f
their duties. ' ture of society.

-

it

of

-

every
,

the

of

'

of

'

'

is
.

in

tic citizens, especially the young
generation which sincerely wish-
es to serve, the country and it re-

cognises itself in one front with
them. .

The government has no opposi-

tion to any group whose object-
ives are not contrary to national
interests. Our objective is Afgha-
nistan. Our course is leading to-

ward the prosperity of Afghanis- -

. tan.
This is our slogan. And this

, is our invitation. This is not the
call of a political party or the
slogan or a given group, cut h
is a call on the people of Afgha-
nistan, each of whom within the-

se general principles and, in acc-

ordance with the letter and spi-

rit of the Constitution, is free in
choosing . their political direction.

Presently different schools of
.i . . i
mougni are witnessed ana sens-- ,

ed. Our efforts are directed tw
nrHs this end- - inem'to nf Wiffprpn.

ces of thoughts which is effective
in constructing a sound democra-
cy, we try to keep society imm-- ,
une from confusion and extrem- -'

ism so that balance ot thought
and rules in the
country and that these contradic-
tions of thoughts do not create
gaps and distances and counter-
actions.

To create a sound atmosphere
for exchange of thoughts, meeting
of minds and comparisons of
ideas the spirit . of harmo
ny and agreement of views sho-

uld ' be based on fundamentals

Dear Compatriots- -

I offer my sincere congratula-
tions on the advent of the hew
year to His Majesty, - our great
monarch. Her 'Majesty the Que-

en, and all compatriot brothers and
- sisters and pray to Almighty God

bu cuauie mc iiuwic mguiu na-
tion, and their servants, the' Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan which
bs no other object but selfless
service to ensure these supreme
objectives, which embody the- - he-

alth and welfare of our country
under the patronage of our bel-

oved King.
With this heartfelt wish and

spirit of sincerity, we step onto
the threshold of the new year
and pray to the Almighty that
this year may be a prosperous
one for our nation, and for all of
humanity.
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